
Reverse percentages

Use it when you know the amount after a percentage change and want the original.

1 Draw the bars

The original is 100%. The amount now is shorter, or

longer after an increase.

original

now

100% ?

% now % off amount now

2 Percentage now

The amount now, as a percentage of the original.

100% − % off  = % now

an increase? 100% + the % on

3 Find 1%

Divide by the percentage now to find 1%.

1% = amount now  ÷ % now

4 Multiply by 100

Multiply by 100 to get back to the original.

100% = 1%  × 100

never take the % off the amount now
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