Constructing a perpendicular bisector

Use it when you need the line that cuts AB in half at 90°, or the points the same distance from A and B.

Draw AB
Use a ruler. Mark A and B.

A B

the length you are given

. Arcs from B

Keep the same width.

Point on B. Cross the first arcs.

X

X came width

. Set the compasses

Open them more than half

of AB.

A B
more than half of AB

. Join

Rule a line through the
two crossings.
Leave your arcs showing.

Constructing a perpendicular bisector

Arcs from A
Point on A. Draw an arc above
and below the line.

. Check

It cuts AB in half, at 90°.
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