
The nth term

Use it when a sequence goes up or down by the same amount each time.

1 Find the difference

What does the sequence go up by each time?

term

+ ? + ? + ?

the same jump every time

2 Times table

It goes up by the difference, so start with that times

table. Write the times table row underneath.

term

times table

+ ? + ? + ?

the difference times table

difference n
goes down? the difference is negative

3 Adjust

How far is each term from the times table?

difference n + or − how far

above the times table: add
below it: take away

4 Check

Put in n = 3. It gives the 3rd term.

n = 3 gives the 3rd term ✓
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