
Speed, distance and time: which step breaks? ANSWERS

Name

The journey: A narrowboat travels 8500 m along a canal at 6 km/h. How long does it take? Give your answer

in hours and minutes.

These follow it through the steps in order: which one is missing, match the units, set up the table, scale along

the row, answer in the units asked, then check.

1 Read the journey above. Which one is it asking

for, and which two do you know?
STEP 1: WHICH ONE IS MISSING? · FIX IT CARD 1

time; know distance and speed

2 The speed is 6 km/h. Write the distance, 8500 m,

in km.
STEP 2: MATCH THE UNITS · FIX IT CARD 2

8.5 km

3 The boat goes 8.5 km at 6 km/h. Draw the table.

Put ? for the time.
STEP 3: SET UP THE TABLE · FIX IT CARD 3

Time (hours) 1 ?
Distance (km) 6 8.5

4 Time (hours) 1 ?

Distance (km) 6 8.5

Find the time in hours.
STEP 4: SCALE ALONG THE ROW · FIX IT CARD 4

8.5 ÷ 6 = 1.41666… hours

5 time = 8.5 ÷ 6 = 1.41666… hours. Give it in hours

and minutes.
STEP 5: ANSWER IN THE UNITS ASKED · FIX IT CARD 5

1 hour 25 minutes

6 Check 1 hour 25 minutes: how far does the boat

go in that time at 6 km/h? Does it match?
STEP 6: SENSE CHECK · FIX IT CARD 6

6 × 1 5
12

 = 8.5 km ✓

The first question wrong is the step that breaks. Give that student the card it names. The Maths Habit


