
Rearranging formulae: which step breaks? ANSWERS

Name

1 y = 7 + 2x. What is done to x, in order?
STEP 1: WHAT IS DONE TO THE SUBJECT · FIX IT

CARD 1

multiply by 2, then add 7

2 Make h the subject of g = h − 13.
STEP 2: UNDO ADDING AND SUBTRACTING · FIX IT

CARD 2

h = g + 13

3 0.3 = 
x

7
. Find x.

STEP 3: THE SUBJECT AS THE NUMERATOR · FIX IT

CARD 3

x = 2.1

4 0.4 = 
2

x
. Find x.

STEP 4: THE SUBJECT AS THE DENOMINATOR · FIX IT

CARD 4

x = 5

5 Make x the subject of y = 5x − 3.
STEP 5: TWO STEPS: UNDO IN REVERSE · FIX IT CARD 5

x =

y + 3
5

6 Make x the subject of y = 2(x + 9).
STEP 6: BRACKETS · FIX IT CARD 6

x =

y
2

 − 9

7 Make m the subject of w = 2m².
STEP 7: SQUARES AND SQUARE ROOTS · FIX IT CARD 7

m =
√ w

2

The first question wrong is the step that breaks. Give that student its fix it card. The Maths Habit


