
Algebraic Notation and Vocabulary ramp up ANSWERS

The Maths Habit

4y
adding a letter to itself

a Simplify

y + y + y + y

7b
the number goes first

b Simplify b × 7

pq
two letters multiplied

c Simplify p × q

m2

a letter times itself

d Simplify

m × m

5a2
a number times a square

e Simplify

5 × a × a

x2y
a square and another letter

f Simplify

x × y × x

m
4

division as a fraction

g Write an

expression for m
divided by 4

3(n + 2)
a bracket from the order of the words

h Write an

expression for: add 2 to

n, then multiply by 3

3
what a term is

i How many

terms does

4a + b − 9 have?

−4
a coefficient keeps its sign

j Write down

the coefficient of x in

9 − 4x

expression
an expression (no equals sign)

k Is 5x − 2 an

expression, an

equation or a formula?

formula
a formula (it links letters)

l Is P = 2l + 2w
an expression, an

equation or a formula?
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