
Adding and Subtracting Decimals

The Maths Habit

Work out 2.31 + 1.45.

Line up the points. Count each column.

Ten in a column swap for one in the

next column up.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

2.31

1 1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.01

+ 1.45

1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01 0.01

Total

1 1

1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

Count 3 7

Answer

Work out 1.52 + 2.34.

Line up the points. Count each column.

Ten in a column swap for one in the

next column up.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1.52

1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1

0.01 0.01

+ 2.34

1 1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01

Total

1 1

1

Count 3

Answer

Work out 3.47 + 1.25.

Line up the points. Count each column.

Ten in a column swap for one in the

next column up.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

3.47

1 1

1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01

+ 1.25

1 0.1 0.1 0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01 0.01

Total

1 1

1 1

Count 4

Answer

Work out 2.6 + 1.7. Line up the points.

Count each column. Ten in a column

swap for one in the next column up.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

2.6

1 1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1

+ 1.7

1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

Total

1 1

1 1

Count 4

Answer

Work out 3.5 + 1.25.

Draw the counters. Line up the points.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

3.5

+ 1.25

Total

Count

Answer

A drink costs £2.45.

A sandwich costs £1.80. How much do

they cost together?

Ones Tenths Hundredths

£2.45

1 1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01 0.01

+ £1.80

1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1

Total

Count

Cost

Find the missing number. 1.4 +   = 2

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1.4

1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

+ ?

2 1 1

Count 2 0 0

Missing number

One plank is 1.75 m long.

Another is 0.6 m long. How long are

they end to end?

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1.75 m

1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01 0.01

+ 0.6 m

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1

Total

Count

Length

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8



Adding and Subtracting Decimals further practice

The Maths Habit

Work out 3.68 − 1.25.

Line up the points. Take away in

each column. Too few?

Swap one counter from the next

column up for ten.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1 1

1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01 0.01

Start

Left 2 4

Answer

Work out 4.75 − 2.31.

Line up the points. Take away in

each column. Too few?

Swap one counter from the next

column up for ten.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1 1

1 1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01 0.01Start

Left 2

Answer

Work out 5.42 − 1.27.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1 1

1 1

1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

0.01 0.01

Start

Left

Answer

Work out 4 − 1.3. 4 has no tenths:

swap a one for ten tenths.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1 1

1 1Start

Left

Answer

A book costs £2.40. Mia pays with a

£5 note. How much change does

she get?

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1 1

1 1

1

Start

Left

Change

A rope is 3.4 m long. Kai cuts off

1.25 m. How much rope is left?

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1 1

1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1

Start

Left

Left

Find the missing number.

 − 0.6 = 1.5

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1.5

1 0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1

+ 0.6

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1 0.1

?

Count

Missing number

Sam works out 3.5 + 1.25 and

gets 1.60. He lined up the last digits.

Is Sam right? Explain.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

3.5

1 1

1

0.1 0.1 0.1

0.1 0.1

+ 1.25

1 0.1 0.1 0.01 0.01 0.01

0.01 0.01

Total

Count

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16


