
Adding mixed numbers: which step breaks? ANSWERS

Name

These follow one subtraction, 5
1

6
 − 1

9

10
, through the steps in order: improper fractions, the lowest common

denominator, equivalent fractions, subtract the numerators, back to a mixed number, simplest form, then

estimate to check.

1 Write 5
1

6
 and 1

9

10
 as improper fractions.

STEP 1: IMPROPER FRACTIONS · FIX IT CARD 1

31
6

 and 19
10

2 Find the lowest common denominator of
31

6
 and 

19

10
.

STEP 2: THE LOWEST COMMON DENOMINATOR · FIX IT

CARD 2

30

3 Write 
31

6
 and 

19

10
 with denominator 30.

STEP 3: EQUIVALENT FRACTIONS · FIX IT CARD 3

155
30

 and 57
30

4 Work out 
155

30
 − 
57

30

STEP 4: ADD OR SUBTRACT THE NUMERATORS · FIX IT

CARD 4

98
30

 (or 49
15

)

5 Write 
98

30
 as a mixed number.

STEP 5: BACK TO A MIXED NUMBER · FIX IT CARD 5

3 8
30

 (or 3 4
15

)

6 Write 3
8

30
 in its simplest form.

STEP 6: SIMPLEST FORM · FIX IT CARD 6

3 4
15

7 Estimate 5
1

6
 − 1

9

10
 by rounding each to the

nearest whole number.
STEP 7: ESTIMATE TO CHECK · FIX IT CARD 7

5 − 2 = 3

The first question wrong is the step that breaks. Give that student the card it names. The Maths Habit


